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Course Requirements: Three Class Papers of 2-3 sides (30%); 2 

Class Tests (20%); Participation & Presentations (10%); Research 

paper 5-6 pages (30%); and a Take Home Final (10%).  

Due Dates: Paper one (Mon. 21 Sept.); Paper Two (14 Oct.); Paper 

Three (2 Nov.) Class Tests (TBA); Research Paper (7 Dec.) 
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Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass an 

American Slave & Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave 

Girl, Intro by Kwame Anthony Appiah, Modern Library, 2000 

Booker T. Washington, Up From Slavery: An Autobiography  

http://www.lib.rochester.edu:82/His/165Hudson/carrwhat.pdf
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Hine et al, African Americans, chap. 2 

 

Week Four Mon. 21 Sept. Equiano’s Africa 
First Class Paper due 21 Sept. 

Week Five Reading Assignments:  

A] Hine, et al, African Americans, chaps. 3-5 

B] Hine, et al, African Americans, chaps. 6-8 

(Handout: First Class Test Prep List) 

Week Five Mon. 28 Sept. African-American Life and Culture 
First Class Test Wed 30 Sept 

Week Six Reading Assignment: 

Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 

Week Six (Wed 7) Oct Douglass: Representative Black Man 
Week Seven Reading Assignment: 

A] Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 

B] Hine, et al, African Americans, chap. 9 

C] John Blassingame, “Status and Social Structure in the Slave 

Community: Evidence from New Sources,” pages 137-151 

(Second Class Paper Two-The World of Frederick Douglass--due 14 

Oct. in class.  See Handout) 

Fall Break 

Week Seven 12 Oct. Douglass the Historian: What does he wish to 

teach us? 
Week Eight Reading Assignment:  

A] Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (chaps. 

1-7) 

B] Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (chaps. 8-16 

http://library.rochester.edu/resources/eresredirect/reserves.cfm?courseid=2008152862&filename=Blassingame_Status.pdf
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Week Eight Mon. 19 Oct  Women in Slavery and Freedom 

Week Nine Reading Assignment: 

A] Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (chaps. 17-22) 

B] Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (chaps. 23-30) 

 

Week Nine Mon. 26 Oct.  Women, Work and Family 

Week Ten Reading Assignment: 

A] Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl 

B] Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 

Third Class Paper—A Gendered Slavery—due Mon 2 Nov. See Handout 

 

Week Ten Mon. 2 Nov. Race, Class, Gender, and Status in the Black 

Community 

Week Eleven Reading Assignment:  

(Second Class Test Prep. List)(Second Class Test Mon Nov 9) 

A] Hine, et al, African Americans, chaps. 10-11 

B] Hine, et al, African Americans, chap. 12-13 

 

Week Eleven Mon. 9 Nov.  War on Slavery 

 

Week Twelve Reading Assignment:  

Booker T. Washington, Up From Slavery 

Hine, et al, African Americans, chap. 14 

 

Week Twelve Mon 16 Nov. “Freedom alone ain’t worth much” 
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Week Thirteen Reading Assignment:  

Washington, Up From Slavery 

Hine, et al, African Americans, chap. 15 

 

Week Thirteen Mon. 23 Nov. Douglass, Washington and their Critics 

Week Fourteen Reading Assignment:  

Washington, Up From Slavery 

Hine, et al, African Americans, chap. 16 

Thanksgiving Break Nov. 25-29 

 

Week Fourteen Mon 30 Nov.  

Research Paper Prep 

Week Fifteen Mon. 7 Dec. 

Research Paper Due 

(Re)Presentation(s) of the African-American Past 

Presentations (Short summary of Research Paper) 

Take Home Final Handout—due 9 Dec. 

Last Class Wed 9 Dec. 
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Additional Readings: 

Writing and Footnoting Guide: 

http://library.rochester.edu/resources/eresredirect/reserves.cfm?courseid=2008152862&filename=quickdirty.pdf
http://library.rochester.edu/resources/eresredirect/reserves.cfm?courseid=2008152862&filename=Blassingame_Status.pdf

